
Yellowstone National Park With Kids

Get the full itinerary on Simply Awesome Trip’s website or find it on Amazon.

Day 1 -Livingston, MT
Overview- Welcome to Montana! Enjoy your first night in Paradise 
Valley staying in the western town of Livingston, MT. Livingston is a 40 
minute drive from the Bozeman Airport and a one hour drive from the 
northern entrance of Yellowstone National Park. You can dine, shop, walk 
to fly-fishing or take a rafting trip from this fun, western town. 

You don’t even have to leave town to get on a trail. From downtown, stroll 
the Myers’ River View Trail, an easy and flat 1 mile walking path 
bordering the Yellowstone River. The trail begins on East Park Street, just 
east of the Veteran’s Bridge. 

Downtown Livingston
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Where To Stay in Livingston
This is our personal list of places that we have stayed in previously, have 
been recommended by friends we trust, or we have bookmarked as 
possibilities for future visits. 

Stay at the Murray Hotel downtown. Anthony Bourdain stayed here and 
featured Livingston in his TV series, “No Reservations.” 

Yellowstone Valley Lodge is located 16 miles south of Livingston. They 
have cabins right on the Yellowstone River and a well-recommended 
restaurant on site.

Pine Creek Lodge, 11 miles south of Livingston, offers lodging in 
modern, converted shipping containers. Looks fun and gets great reviews. 
The “cabins” can sleep 3 but you can request an additional cot to 
accommodate 4 persons. Restaurant on site.

Activities in Livingston
If you can swing extra time in Livingston, these activities would be fun:

Hike- Pine Creek Falls
An easy, shady 2 mile roundtrip hike to a beautiful waterfall. Note: This is 
a popular hike.

Scenic Float Trip
Paradise Adventure Company offers a calm float on the Yellowstone 
River. Departs daily from historic Chico Hot Springs Resort, just 25 
minutes south of Livingston and 35 minutes north of Yellowstone Park. A 
6 mile, approximate 2 hour float. Whitewater rafting is also available.
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Where to Eat in Livingston

Gil’s Goods
This nice cafe has a good atmosphere and serves pizza, burgers, 
sandwiches, house-made sodas, breakfast and even fresh-baked baguettes 
and pastries to go. Really good! Kids menu. Fair warning- the kids pizza is 
huge! Order at the counter and they deliver to your table. We really liked 
this place. Open daily at 7am. 207 West Park Street. 

Gil’s Goods Restaurant

Katabatic Brewing Company
Just down the street, you’ll find a local brewery that gets excellent 
reviews. They have partnered with a local restaurant to deliver food to 
your table. Open noon-8pm. 117 W Park Street. 
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Day 2-Yellowstone National Park
Overview- Wake up and leave Livingston to begin your journey through 
Yellowstone National Park to reach your next 4 nights lodging in Silver 
Gate, MT. 

Note that you’ll have at least 2.5 hours of car time today along with stops, 
so get a fairly early start. From Livingston, it will take roughly one hour to 
reach Gardiner, MT where you will pick up grocery supplies and bear 
spray and then continue on to the northern entrance of Yellowstone to visit 
Mammoth Hot Springs. 

Driving Times:
• Livingston to Gardiner, MT for grocery stop (1 hour)
• Gardiner to Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces and Albright Visitor Center 

(15 min)
• Mammoth Hot Springs to Silver Gate, MT (1 hour 20 minutes)

Day 2 stops are starred-Map courtesy of  NPS
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AND MORE!

Get the full itinerary on Simply Awesome Trip’s website or find it on Amazon.

Where To Stay

The lodging choices for each destination have been carefully selected for 
their ideal location, price point, safety, and proximity to the day’s 
activities. We tell you the best area to stay so you can minimize driving or 
walking distances and maximize your moments having fun. Knowing what 
part of town to stay in is a huge part of making a trip a success, and that’s 
hard to do when you are not familiar with a destination. We save you time 
and energy by doing all the research for you. 

Where To Eat

Local dining establishments are highlighted. The kind where children are 
welcome but isn't necessarily a restaurant geared primarily towards 
kids. You won't find many restaurant chains in our itineraries, just good 
local food mirroring the destination's culture. This could mean a food 
truck, a pizza place, or a nice sit-down restaurant, but always delicious. If 
there are any local brews, specialty foods, wines, or coffee houses around, 
we'll mention those too. 

Where To Play

The organization of each day has been thoughtfully planned in order to 
group activities together by proximity, ideal time of day to visit, and the 
best nearby dining choices. It’s all been laid out for you, along with 
directions, maps, travel tips, links to more info, and more. We cover the 
most worthwhile activities to do in a destination (based on our own 
family’s reviews) without forgetting that vacations are meant to be fun and 
relaxing, not a list to be checked off while hauling around whining 
children.

You’ll find plenty of outdoor activities for the family as well as cultural 
and historical sites unique to the destination. Many itineraries include easy 
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hikes, bike rides, and float trips that have been selected for their kid-
friendly length and ease of difficulty as well as their scenic beauty. 
(Always worth it!) We are all about getting families outdoors so we 
include as much fresh air as we can in our itineraries, whether it is a day-
long trek in a national park or just the location of a fantastic playground 
perfect for a break from sight-seeing.

Unbiased Recommendations

At the founding of Simply Awesome Trips, we agreed to travel as we 
always have with our families—on our own dime. No free nights, no 
comped visits, not even any swag. We continue to feel good about that 
decision. We do participate in affiliate marketing with some of the 
companies that we personally use (Booking.com, VRBO.com). They don’t 
pay us to write, we simply get a commission if you enter those sites 
through our “gate” as opposed to say a Google search. But we also 
recommend lodging, restaurants, and activities, where we don’t receive 
any commission, such as Airbnb or private rental companies. If it’s good; 
it’s good. We don’t change recommendations based on vendor.
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